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INTERVIEW: JCCI SINGAPORE FOUNDATION 2014 RECIPIENTS
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1. Whatis “Luna Films"?

With experience in organising the
Japanese Film Festival, Luna Films was
founded to bring more international
films from countries other than Japan,
which are not screened by the major
cinema multiplexes such as Golden
Village, to Singapore. It acts as a
distributor, licensing films from
overseas film companies, and since
2009, organises the Japanese Film
Festival in collaboration with the Japan
Creative Centre, Embassy of Japan,
and Singapore Film Society. Since
Luna Films inception, it has screened
more than 172 films through the years,
notably the Akira Kurosawa
Retrospective, Cannes's award-
winning Korean director Lee Chang-
dong retrospective, and the Academy
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Award nominated Burma VJ. With the
Japanese Film Festival, Luna Films
makes regular trips to Japan, and has
established links to Japanese
companies and film studios like
Shochiku, to enable the latest and best
films, as well as independent, and old
classic films from Japan to be seenin
Singapore.

JCCI Singapore

Foundation

2014 FE B FAHEHMAE-
[/2E fFE2—

MRS 2 [
Luna Films
Founder

Mr. Gavin Low

NOz: MAR, 2

today, these free screenings allowed
me to experience an alternative
introduction to foreign cultures and
film styles rarely seen in Singapore. In
2000, upon returning to Singapore
from my studies overseas, | began to
experiment with digital marketing for
movies or films. Trained both as an
accountant and in information
systems, with my interest in films and

One day in June 1989, | discovered
“foreign” films in Singapore...

2. Could you please introduce
yourself and your team
members?

From the 70s to 8os, | grew up
watching Hollywood-made, and Hong
Kong-made films like everyone else.
One day in June 1989, | discovered
“foreign” films in Singapore. They
were being screened by cultural
associations such as the Goethe
Institute, Alliance Francaise and the
Japanese Association of Singapore.
Before the Internet, budget airlines
and other facets of the global mindset

marketing, | found myself organising
film screenings - both financially and
logistically. In the age of the internet
and the multitude of entertainment
options, | find the narrowing of choices
increasingly prevalent and worrying -
while gaining more in terms of number
of films, the variety and kind of films
being watched in Singapore has, in
some ways, has become lesser than
before the internet age. In 2009, with
my experiences in hand, | decided to
venture in bringing more alternative
films to Singapore. In 2012, Ms.



Masuda Atsuko, a graduate of film
studies from Waseda University, and
who is based in Singapore, joined the
festival team working on the festival
operations at the cinema venue. As of
2014, Ms. Masuda, has taken on the
added responsibility of film selection.

3. How and when did the first
“Japanese Film Festival” in
Singapore come about?

The first festival was organised in 1983.

Prior to this, there have been
occasional one-time screenings of
Japanese films since 1970. The festival
became an annual event in Singapore
from 1999.

4. What will be highlights of
“Japanese Film Festival
2015"?

In 2015, the festival takes several new
components. Starting in January,

details will be announced through the
website at jpfilmfestival.com and
through the festival mailing list.

6. Do you have any message for
JCCl members?

The festival is a major highlight in the
arts calendar every year. Bringing
people across Singapore together to
indulge in Japanese culture from the
cinematic perspective. The festival
hopes that members of the JCCl can
attend these screenings and invite
their friends in Singapore who have
not had the opportunity to attend this
festival. Suggestion on ways to further
enrich the experiences of festival
attendees are welcomed. It is a further
hope that JCCl members can continue
to support the festival through the
JCCl, and through individual
partnerships with the film festival to

Please check the festival schedule on the
website and come with your friends!

there will be a new programme
focused on popular films screened
every 2 months. This programme
hopes to keep the interest in Japanese
films alive in the months of the year
when the main festival takes a break.
Between April and July, there will be at
least six weeks in which the main
programme of the festival comes alive
with a film retrospective of Okamoto
Kihachi. In addition, new films from
Japan made between 2014 and 2015
will be screened.

5. Where are the screening
venues this year and how to
get the tickets?

This year the screening venues will be
the National Museum of Singapore,
and the newly launched independent
cinema at Beach Road called The
Projector. For ticketing information,

complement its cinematic experience
with Japanese literature, food, music,
fashion and other facets of Japanese
culture.
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% Singapore Disability Sports Council (2
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BACKSTAGE
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2 JAPANESE FILM
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Japanese Film Festival
At coming Japanese Film Festival 2015, the following
movies are supposed to be screened: "Moratorium
Tamako™ My Man”" Over Your Dead body (KUIME)” and
etc. (The above visual is 2014 version)

Movie fans

We have been supported by many movie fans in
Singapore since 1983.

Luna Films Website:
http:/flunafilms.sg

Japanese Film Festival Website:
http:/fjpfilmfestival.com
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JAPANESE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY, SINGAPORE
10 Shenton Way #12-04/05 MAS Building Singapore 079117

Tel: 6221-0541 Fax: 6225-6197
E-mail: info@jcci.org.sg
Web: http://www.jcci.org.sg

TOH-SHI PRINTING SINGAPORE PTE LTD
4 Ayer Rajah Crescent, Singapore 139960
Tel: 6775-2555 Fax: 6775-1661
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